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INTRODUCTION 
My first paragraph from last year's fall report read as follows: 
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"In most ways, this was a routine fall season. Most interesting from an .. 
ongoing point of view were quite a large number of sightings of passerin"' 
at rather late dates, notably among Empidonax flycatchers, wood warbl~ · 
native sparrows, tanagers, towhees, grosbeaks, and buntings." 
This fall was no different; the trend seems to be that final sighting dates for many 
species are pushing against their latest expected dates. 
There were several tidbits of interest, more or less unrelated, but perhaps th6 
di 
most notable takeaways for the season were the number of species that had ~ 
records either east or west of their usual ranges and the several state-level raritie!1 
As with last year, there were some excellent record or near-record high counts for ti 
few species. '· 
The aforementioned "tidbits" follow. Evidence is accumulating that Mute Sw~;, 
may soon land on the NOU Official State List; occurrences that fit wild provenance.J 
are discussed in the species account. Redheads bred in the Rainwater Basin for only; 
the 4th time. There is discussion of a very strange Pectoral Sandpiper (Sandpipers?y 
in Dakota County that no doubt will be a source of puzzlement for some observers 
Late broods included 3 record late groups of nestling Barn Owls taken to Fontenelle 
Forest Raptor Recovery 15 Oct-6 Nov, and an Eastern Wood-Pewee brood 13 Sep. 
Pine Siskins were nowhere in the state until September, not even in their usual 
Panhandle pinewoods habitats. 
Rare records east or west of usual ranges included Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) 
Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Field Sparrow, and Rusty Blackbird. Counts of note 
included 400 Forster's Terns, two large flocks of Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos· 
(l 17 and 79), 80 Pinyon Jays, 22 Sage Thrashers reported in all, and 300 Great-taile(f 
Grackles. Three erratic winter species appeared, but only 1-2 of each: Mountair1 
Chickadee, Bohemian Waxwing, and Evening Grosbeak, all in the west. 
Of the rarities, most exciting was the presence of male and female America, 
Three-toed Woodpeckers in East Ash Canyon, Dawes County, discovered by Roe~. 
Mountain Bird Observatory surveyors and re-found by several Nebraska observers~. 
these are the 3rd and 4th for Nebraska. It is unknown if they are a pair; they wer,! 
not seen together. The 6th state record Black-throated Sparrow appeared in Virginiai 
Clark's yard, which is becoming a rare bird magnet, with photos to back up its cl~ 
Rare jaegers and gulls showed well: there were 2 separate Long-tailed Jaegers, ~~ 
and 10th for the state, the 19th state Little Gull, and the 22nd state Laughing ~ 
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Perhaps as rare as any of these was a White-rumped Sandpiper, a species not 
supposed to be in the interior in fall. 
Finally, a note about eBird data. Many Nebraska observers, and a fairly large 
number of visitors from other states, report to eBird. I check eBird records for every 
species as I write these Seasonal Reports and find the extra data very useful in 
rounding out the reports. However, the vast majority of the reports cited by me in 
this Fall Report still came from NEBirds and reports of the season sent directly to 
me. Out of curiosity, I counted the cited records and found that only 18% came from 
eBird; the rest were from local sources. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 
fem: female 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 
ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 
L: Lake 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 
m. ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 
NM: National Monument 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 
PP: Pioneers Park, Lancaster Co 
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
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SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
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SRA: State Recreation Area 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 
GAZETTEER 
Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 
OBSERVERS 
AB: Allen Boynton, Raleigh, NC 
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 
AF: Andrew Furman, Kearney 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
AM: April Murphy, Spalding 
AP: Alexander Patia, Springfield, IL 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AV: Adam Vesely, Denver, CO 
B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BR: Brandon Reo, Howell, NJ 
BRo: Brooks Rownd, Hilo, HI 
BS: Barbara Straus, Lincoln 
BW: Bruce Wendorff, Lincoln 
BWe: Bob Wells, Omaha 
CC: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CG: Chris Goulart, Aurora, CO 
CH: Connie Hoffman, Dalton 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CO: Chris Olson, Papillion 
CW: Cole Wolf, Albuquerque, NM 
CWi: Connie Wilson, Ballwin, MO 
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 
DB: Doug Begole, Adkins, TX 
DD: David Dowell, Longmont, CO 
DK: Doug Kibbe, Littleton, CO 
DT: David True, Yankton, SD 
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EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EBr: Ed Brogie, Laurel 
EH: Eddie Hicks, North Platte 
GL: Gary Lingle, Gibbon 
GM: Gwen Moore, Lakewood, CO 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
HG: Holly Garrod, Evergreen, CO 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
J&JH: James & Judy Haver, Gothenburg 
JB: JeffBirek, Fort Collins, CO 
JBo: James Boccia, Scarborough, ON 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
JCr: Jonathan Crews, Omaha 
JD: Jeff Dawson, Denver, CO 
JDr: Jeff Drahota, Lincoln 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JL: Josh Lefever, Lititz, PA 
JMa: John Manning, Norfolk 
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JT: Jackson Trappett, Grand Junction, CO 
N: John Vanderpoel, Niwot, CO 
JWh: Juanita Whittecar, Chadron 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
KSh: Ken Shuster, Fremont 
KW: Karen Wagoner, Bellevue 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LDW: Laurie DeWispelaere, Glennallen, AK 
LDz: Lauren Deriaz, Burlington, WI 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LL: Lucas Laeser, Los Alamos, NM 
LR: Larry Randolph, Kearney 
LRo: Les Roslund, Easton, MD 
LW: Liz Wickemeyer, Omaha 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MC: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 
MG: Mackenzie Goldthwait, Littleton, CO 
MH: Mike Henwood, Grand Junction, CO 
MP: Melissa Panella, Lincoln 
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MS: Marie Smith, Gering 
MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 
ND: Nancy Drilling, Rapid City, SD 
PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 
RC: Robert Chase, Durham, NC 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RDe: Roseanna Denton, Science Hill, KY 
RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 
RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RMe: Ryan Merrill, Kirkland, WA 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff 
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 
RT: Rob Tyser, La Crosse, WI 
SC: Steven Courtney, Santa Barbara, CA 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
T&MF: Todd & Meg Frantz, Seward 
TF: Tom Forwood, Sheridan, MT 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TS: Travis Sherman, Gordon 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Madison 
WK: William Kaempfer, Boulder, CO 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Vol. 82 No. 4 
Greater White-fronted Goose: No large numbers were reported; largest flocks were 
flyovers of 110 and 65 in Lancaster Co 25 Oct (LE). This species is rare in 
the west in fall; 7 were at Chappell L, Deuel Co, 29 Nov (WK, GM). 
Snow Goose: First fall flock noted was the 75 over southeastern Washington Co 25 
Oct (JR), about on time. 
Ross's Goose: The 1-2 at BOL during summer were still present 21 Nov (LE, MW, 
RSt), at which time no flocks of Snows or.Ross's had been reported there. 
One at CLNWR 21 Sep (SJD) may have summered there. 
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Cackling Goose: Three at Holdrege 31 Aug "seemed normal" (LR, RH), but 
provided a rare summer sighting. Next reported were 4 in Cheyenne Co 14 
Oct (CG) and 12 in Dodge Co 16 Oct (CC). 
Canada Goose: Best count was the 6500 at CL 21 Nov (JR); all counts over 500 
were in Nov, suggesting a strong migratory component of fall birds. High 
fall counts are 20,000-40,000. 
Egyptian Goose: One at BOL 6 Oct was "rather tame", but could fly (LE, MW); this 
bird was likely released or escaped, although there are now established 
populations in North America. 
Mute Swan: Sightings this fall suggestive of wild birds were of an extremely wary, 
unmarked pair in western Dixon Co 8 Nov (BFH), and a "light juv" in 
western Douglas Co 25 Nov (JR). Most recent sightings of Mute Swan 
have been in fall, suggestive of wild provenance. An ad at Walnut Creek L, 
Sarpy Co, 15 Sep-8 Nov (CNK, CO, DB) was less likely to be wild, but 
continued the series of sightings of ad Mute Swans in the Omaha area. 
Trumpeter Swan: Eight returned to CL 21 Nov (JR), and 9 ads and 7 juvs were 
there 28 Nov (BP). A peak of 30 wintered at CL during winter 2013-2014. 
One of 3 in Arthur Co 22 Oct had a reddish collar (WM), typical of birds 
released in Iowa. 
Tundra Swan: None of this rare statewide fall migrant were reported. 
Wood Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and 
migrant. 
Gadwall: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 
American Wigeon: A probable hybrid male with Mallard was near North Platte 11 
Nov (TJW). 
American Black Duck: A male was at BOL 29 Nov (LE), a little westerly for this 
rare fall migrant. A brief look and an equivocal photo of a male of either 
this species or Mottled Duck in Lincoln Co 15 Nov did not allow certain 
identification (NA); there are very few westerly reports of American Black 
Duck (3 in the Panhandle) and none for Mottled, although the latter may 
have been overlooked or misidentified. 
Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Blue-winged Teal: Last reported was rather late in Lincoln Co 11 Nov (TJW); last 
dates are 15-19 Nov. 
Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this uncommon summer resident and fall 
migrant. Once molt in males begins in early Aug, this species is difficult to 
separate from Blue-winged Teal. 
Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this common, mostly northern, 
summer resident and abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Northern Pintail: Starting in late Jul, molt migrants may arrive in Nebraska, such as 
the 2 birds in western Douglas Co 28 Aug (JR). Breeding is rare away from 
the Sandhills. 
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Canvasback: Three females in Gosper Co 23 Sep (PR) were rather early; early dates 
are 23-24 Sep for true migrants. The large count of 89 at CLNWR 21 Sep 
(SJD) is suggestive of early migrants also, although this species breeds in 
the western Sandhills. 
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Redhead: A fem with 5 young at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 16 Aug (JGJ) was 
one of only 4 breeding records for the R WB since the 1960s. One in 
Gosper Co 24 Aug (LR, RH) was early; usual early dates are 13-18 Sep. 
Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Greater Scaup: One in Lancaster Co 11 Oct (MW) was one of only 3 records earlier 
than the early dates of20-25 Oct. 
Lesser Scaup: One in Lancaster Co 16 Sep (MW) was rather early; early dates are 9-
13 Sep. Breeding has not been proven in Nebraska (fide WM), despite the 
usual presence of small numbers summering in the western Sandhills; 
reports of such birds were of 1-3 at CLNWR 3 Aug-2 Sep (m. ob.). 
Surf Scoter: At least 7 were reported, a good showing: 1-3 were in the GPD area 4 
Oct (PR, RD photo) through 2 Nov (DT), two imms were at LO 7-9 Oct 
(TJW, JGJ), a fem/imm was at Holmes L, Lancaster Co, 1-3 Nov {LE, TG), 
and a single was in Jefferson Co 13 Nov (JGJ). The GPD bird on 4 Oct was 
a new early date, and the LO birds, seen 3 days later were 3rd-earliest. 
White-winged Scoter: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant. 
Black Scoter: There were 3 reported, a normal fall: a fem/imm was near Niobrara 1 
Nov (MB), an ad fem was at Louisville Lakes SRA, Cass Co, 21-28 Nov 
(CNK, m. ob.), and a single was in Sarpy Co 27-29 Nov (L&BP, KW, EB, 
CO). 
Long-tailed Duck: The only report was of a fem at Capitol Beach L, Lancaster Co, 
11-27 Nov (LE, MW). 
Bufflehead: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 
Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 
Barrow's Goldeneye: There were 3 reports of "possible" fems, all in the east and all 
with yellow or orange bills 14-25 Nov; a photo submitted of one of the 
birds suggests Common Goldeneye as the bird lacks the bulbous "forehead" 
of Barrow's Goldeneye. 
Hooded Merganser: One to two fem/imm birds at CLNWR 31 Aug (JT, DK, JD, 
MG) were not unexpected; such presumed pre-breeders occur in summer 
statewide. 
Common Merganser: The usual small flock present in recent years continued from 
summer at LO, with up to 11 birds (m. ob.); these are likely molt migrants. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide 
migrant. 
Ruddy Duck: Unexpected was a pair with the male in basic plumage in southern 
Phelps Co 10 Aug (LR, RH), and two were at CBL 30 Aug (MW). These 
reports may have been of failed breeders that moved south on molt 
migration; true migrants arrive in mid-Sep. The 1645 at BOL 5 Nov (LE) 
was a record high fall count. 
Northern Bobwhite: Northern and western reports included one at Pressey WA, 
Custer Co, 21 Aug (TJW) and 8 southeast of Broken Bow, Custer Co, 25 
Aug {TH), where the species is uncommon. Singles along Blue Creek near 
CLNWR 3 Aug (DD) and along Lodgepole Creek in Cheyenne Co 10 Aug 
(WF) were unexpected. 
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Gray Partridge: The only report was of 11 near Randolph in Cedar Co 11 Oct 
(JGJ); reports of this species in the last few years suggest the population is 
at a low ebb. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Numbers of this species continue to be moderate at best; 
only one was seen during fall harvest in Dodge Co (D&JP). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Numbers have slowly increased in the southern Panhandle 
since about 1995; encouraging were 10 in western Kimball Co 25 Aug 
(WF). 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: The small population at SCP persists; singles were there 
20 Sep (MW) and 25 Oct (EB). 
Wild Turkey: Highest counts are, as expected, in fall, when flocks form; 94 were 
near Brady in Lincoln Co 10 Nov (TJW). 
Red-throated Loon: The two reports for this less-than-annual migrant were only the 
18th and 19th for fall: ajuv was at BOL 5 Nov (LE) and one was at PL 13 
Nov (JGJ, MW). 
Pacific Loon: Two of this annual but rare fall migrant were reported: an ad basic-
plumaged bird in Lincoln Co 3 Nov (TJW) and likely the same individual at 
BOL, 3 and 7 Nov (LE). 
Common Loon: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide migrant. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Best count was the 150 at BOL 4 Oct (MW); high counts are 
475-860. 
Horned Grebe: Adults molt into basic plumage Jun-Oct, and so reports late Jun-
early Aug in Nebraska may refer to early migrants that have completed 
molt, likely failed breeders. An example this fall was the 3 birds in fresh 
basic plumage photographed in Garden Co 3 Aug 2014 (DD). Early dates 
of migrants are in late Aug, with most first arrivals in mid-Sep. 
Red-necked Grebe: One-two apparent imms were at LO 17 Oct-15 Nov (RC, WF, 
NA) and 2 first-winters were at PL 12 Nov (LE), a typical showing in recent 
years. 
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common statewide fall migrant. 
Western Grebe: A single "young bird" in Scotts Bluff Co 16 Aug (KD) raised the 
question of local breeding, but was likely off course, as juvs move as soon 
as flighted to aggregations at staging areas by late Jul. Best-known staging 
area in the state is LM, where there were estimates of 37,000 on 21 Sep 
(SJD) and 21,000 on 24 Sep (JDr fide JGJ). High fall counts are 35,000-
44,000, all in the short period 21-27 Sep. A few easterly stragglers were 
rather late; one was in western Douglas Co 25 Nov (JR). 
Clark's Grebe: Two were on LO 15-21 Sep (L&BP, LE) and one was there 19 Oct 
(WF). A single rather late Aechmophorus grebe in Dodge Co 27 Nov (KSh 
photo, D&JP, GR) had black feathering extending below its eye, but its bill 
was orange; it was likely an intermediate. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 
American White Pelican: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 
American Bittern: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide migrant. 
158 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 82 No. 4 
Least Bittern: The only report was of one in Grant Co 8 Aug (WF); this species 
might be expected more to the east in Nebraska, but water conditions are 
the key determinant of its distribution. There are numerous reports from the 
Sandhills, where it is not uncommon. 
Great Blue Heron: The 52 in Dakota Co 14 Aug (JJ) was typical of late summer 
aggregations; high fall counts are 102-160. 
Great Egret: Best count reported was also 52, and also in Dakota Co, 15 Aug (RD); 
high counts are 130-150. 
Snowy Egret: A total of 9 were reported, west to HCR and Buffalo Co, 3 Aug-2 Oct 
(m. ob.), a moderate showing. None were reported Jun-Jul. 
Little Blue Heron: The only report was of an imm at BOL 29 Sep-1 Oct (LE), the 
only one reported for the summer-fall period. 
Cattle Egret: Large counts have been scarce in recent years; best count this fall was 
only 51, at BOL 29 Sep (LE), whereas all-time high counts are 450-591. 
Green Heron: One in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Aug (JBo) is only the 9th summer-fall 
record for the Panhandle, all in the Jun-Aug period. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
migrant. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported of this rare eastern summer and 
fall visitor. 
Glossy Ibis: After 6 reports in spring, there were none in summer or fall; this species 
is difficult to identify once it loses spring breeding plumage. 
White-faced Ibis: The 8 in Fillmore Co 18 Oct were record late for the RWB (JGJ), 
but even later were unexpected Nov reports: singles were in Clay Co 4 Nov 
(fide JGJ) and Saunders Co 11 Nov (JGJ). These are the 4th and 5th Nov 
records for the state; there is one early Dec record. 
Turkey Vulture: One over Lancaster Co 20 Nov (BW) was rather late; late dates are 
30 Nov-2 Dec, but there are only 13 records 30 Oct-2 Dec and the species is 
rare after about 20 Oct. Apparently it has yet to adapt to frozen foods. 
Osprey: One fishing in the lake at Buckskin WMA, Dixon Co, 12 Aug (DT) was 
rather early; early dates are 12-13 Aug. One at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, 
8 Nov (CNK, L&BP) was rather late, but even later was one in Hall Co 16 
Nov (LL); late dates are 19-21 Nov. 
Mississippi Kite: The usual reports were received from the Ogallala stronghold, 
with a peak of 10 birds including juvs 14 Aug (JO) and last sighting on 6 
Sep of 3 ads (MW). Nesting continued in North Platte for the 4th year, with 
5 birds present at 9th and Buffalo 6 Aug (TJW); 2 birds were along West 
Leota St in North Platte 28 Aug (SSc). Other locations where summering 
has occurred in recent years had sightings this year: 2-3 were in Benkelman 
13-25 Aug (CNK, JGJ) and 2 were in Imperial 24 Aug (JGJ, D&JP). 
Migrants are reported starting in late Aug: an imm was in Grand Island 24 
Aug (TH), one was over Lincoln 26 Aug (NA), and one was in Omaha 1 
Sep (CO). Intriguing was a pair seen from I-80 west of Gothenburg in 
Lincoln Co 10 Aug (SC), perhaps indicative ofnesting there. 
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident and common 
statewide fall migrant. 
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Northern Harrier: Fall arrival in areas where breeding is unlikely is in early Sep; 
singles were in Lancaster Co 5 Sep (LE) and Nemaha Co 6 Sep (SQ). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Arrival is in early Sep; first reported were singles in Douglas 
Co 1 Sep (JCr), Lancaster Co 5 Sep (MW), Scotts Bluff Co 6 Sep (HG), and 
Banner Co 7 Sep (MW). Late Aug sightings are questionable due to the 
year-round presence of Cooper's Hawks. 
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident and migrant. 
Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare statewide migrant. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Only one report was received, of a juv near Conestoga L, 
Lancaster Co, 12 Aug (LE); this species is a very low-density breeder in 
southeastern Nebraska, with breeding records only from Fontenelle Forest 
and PL in recent years. 
Broad-winged Hawk: A juv accompanied by an adult was near Wright's Gap, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 16 Aug; pairs have been seen in this area in previous years, 
but without evidence of breeding (KD). Breeding in the west has occurred 
only in North Platte. Unexpected were 3 Panhandle reports 22-23 Sep by 
an experienced observer (SJD), only the 16th-18th fall Panhandle records. 
Westerly reports of this species during migration have become more 
numerous in recent years. 
Swainson's Hawk: Migration was thought to be later than usual in Dodge Co; 20+ 
was the peak there, on 12 Oct (D&JP), strangely the only double-digit count 
reported. High counts (in the thousands) are centered around late Sep-early 
Oct. 
Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and 
locally abundant migrant. Reports were routine for Harlan's, Western, and 
Krider's forms. 
Ferruginous Hawk: One arrived as early as 16 Sep at a favored location, Prairie 
Dog WMA, Phelps Co, (WF); usually at least one bird winters there each 
year. Early easterly dates are 10-15 Sep. The rare dark form was reported 
from Hayes Co 25 Oct (JGJ). 
Rough-legged Hawk: One in Scotts Bluff Co 25 Sep (RSg) was rather early; early 
dates are 14-16 Sep. 
Golden Eagle: Breeding is generally restricted to the Panhandle, and the species is 
very rare eastward until Oct; one in Thomas Co 17 Aug (RMe) was likely a 
failed breeder or imm. Until recently, almost all easterly sightings in fall 
were of imms, but ads are being reported more frequently; one was over 
Omaha 27 Oct (JR). An imm was over Douglas Co 22 Oct (LW, ARy). 
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this uncommon northern resident and fairly 
common statewide migrant. 
Sora: An ad with 3 fluffy chicks was in Dakota Co 16 Aug (SMa); this species 
breeds over most of the state but is more common northward. Last reported 
was one in Polk Co 15 Oct (JGJ); Soras are rare after this date. 
American Coot: Best count reported was an impressive 5000 at CL 23 Oct (JR); 
high fall counts are 6007-17,359. 
Sandhill Crane: Early dates are 31 Aug-3 Sep, and so the 10 over Valley Co 18 Aug 
(LRo) was exceptional. Rare in the east, the 100 over Dakota Co 9 Nov 
(BFH) was a surprise. 
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Whooping Crane: Reports were routine of this mostly central, locally uncommon 
migrant. 
Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide migrant. 
American Golden-Plover: Westerly was one at LM 7 Oct (JGJ); virtually all fall 
reports are from the central and east. 
Snowy Plover: There were only 4 previous fall records of Snowy Plover away from 
a known breeding site, but this fall one was at North Platte SL 21 Sep (LE), 
and 1-2 juvs were at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 25 Aug (JGJ). One was 
still present at Swanson Res 3 Sep (JGJ), which is intriguing in that 
breeding may have occurred there. There are only 3 sites where breeding 
has occurred: LM, HCR, and the John J. Dinan Memorial Bird 
Conservation Area in Buffalo Co. 
Semipalmated Plover: One in Fillmore Co 15 Oct (JGJ) was tardy, but another in 
Seward Co 25 Oct (T &MF) was 3rd-latest on record for fall. 
Piping Plover: Best tally was the 13, including severaljuvs, at LM 31 Aug (MG, JD, 
DK). Breeding occurs at LM whenever water levels are low enough to 
expose sandy shoreline. 
Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer resident and 
migrant. 
Black-necked Stilt: The 5 in Sheridan Co 24 Aug (JGJ) provided only the 16th 
record after 11 Aug for this early-departing fall migrant. 
American A vocet: A near-record high for fall was the I 020 in Sheridan Co 21 Sep 
(SJD); high is 1100. One at BOL 5 Nov (LE) was rather late; last dates are 
7-10 Nov. 
Spotted Sandpiper: The 4 counted in Lancaster Co 15 Oct (LE) were rather late; 
last dates are 19-22 Oct. 
Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Willet: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 
Lesser Y ellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Long-billed Curlew: Most are gone by Aug, although there are a few dates as late as 
Sep, and so the 8 in Sheridan Co 17 Aug (RMe) was noteworthy. 
Marbled Godwit: Easterly reports in fall are fewer than 30 in all; thus one in Phelps 
Co 20 Sep (TEL, BS) was a good find. 
Ruddy Turnstone: This species is less-than-annual in fall. Ads arrive first, in late 
Jul, and there are only 11 such records through 5 Aug, except for one later 
of an alternate plumaged ad 22 Aug. Thus an ad in Fillmore Co 25 Aug 
(JGJ) was a new late date and latest for ads. Juvs have been recorded only 
22 times, all 15 Aug-19 Sep; a presumed juv was in western Douglas Co 
30-31 Aug (MW, m. ob.). 
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Sanderling: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Dunlin: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 
Baird's Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
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Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: This species, like Hudsonian Godwit, is not expected in 
fall, although, like Hudsonian, there are a few documented records. Only 
the 9th in all was one molting from alternate to basic plumage in Lancaster 
Co 7 Aug (MW). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Rare westward, 4 in Hitchcock Co 25 Aug (JGJ) and 5 
there 3 Sep (JGJ) were noteworthy. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Two odd-looking shorebirds identified as Pectoral Sandpipers 
(JGJ, SJD), were seen by several and photographed 13-17 Aug in Dakota 
Co (BFH, m. ob.). The first sighting was of a bird whose plumage was in 
very poor condition, presumably caused by abrasion from a fishing line. A 
presumed second bird, photographed 16-17 Aug, took on a bizarre 
appearance after bathing (KDy, photo), prompting speculation as to its 
identity. Following the laws of parsimony, however, there may have been 
only one bird involved in these sightings, a Pectoral Sandpiper that had 
suffered serious plumage damage and possible staining. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Western Sandpiper: Only 6 were reported of this fairly common fall migrant: 
singles in Hitchcock Co 25 Aug (JGJ) and Sarpy Co 26 Aug (EB), and two 
at both CLNWR 31 Aug (MG, JD, DK) and in Lincoln Co (EH). 
This putative Pectoral Sandpiper was in Dakota Co 13-17 Aug, 2014; here photographed 
by Keith Dyche 16 Aug after it had bathed. 
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Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Wilson's Snipe: Migrants may appear as early as late Jul, but most do not arrive 
until late Aug. One at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 2-10 Aug (MW, CW) 
was likely a migrant, but breeding has occurred in that county. Five in 
Sarpy Co 10 Aug (MC) were also likely migrants, but with the same caveat. 
American Woodcock: The only report was of one in Dodge Co 9 Nov (D&JP); last 
dates are 18-20 Nov. 
Wilson's Phalarope: The 950 at Lakeside, Sheridan Co, (MW) was impressive, 
although high fall counts can be huge: 2000-6200. 
Red-necked Phalarope: Uncommon in the east, there were a few reports: one was at 
Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, IO Aug (MW), 1-3 were at Capitol Beach L, 
Lancaster Co, 9 Sep-I Oct (NA, MW, LE), and 5 were at PL 20 Sep (MW). 
Long-tailed Jaeger: There are now l 0 records of this species, all in fall, all but one 
since 1998, and 5 of these since 2010. This fall's pair were a cooperative 
juv at CBL 28 Aug-15 Sep (MW photo, m. ob.) and an ad at LM 31 Aug 
(JT photo, WK, MG, JD, DK). 
This juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger, Nebraska's 9th record of this species, was at 
Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co, 25 Aug-15 Sep (here photographed by 
Michael Willison 30 Aug). 
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Sabine's Gull: A typical fall saw at least 25 reports of 1-4 birds from 8 locations 
statewide 2 Sep-14 Oct (m. ob.). Best count was 4, at CBL 16 Sep (MW). 
All reports were of the expected juvs except for a single ad, at GPD 14 Sep 
(MB, DT), only the 6th ad for Nebraska. 
Bonaparte's Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Little Gull: A cooperative juv spent a few days at GPO 31 Aug-14 Sep (DT, m. ob., 
JC photo). This is the 14th fall record for Nebraska, 19th overall. 
This juvenile Little Gull was below Gavins Point Dam, Cedar County, Nebraska, 
31 Aug-14 Sep, 2014 (OT, m. ob.), here photographed by John Carlini 2 Sep. 
Laughing Gull: Apparently the same juv was reported from CBL 29-30 Aug (NA, 
MW) and BOL I Sep (LE). There are now 20 documented records 2 Apr-
20 Oct, plus single Dec and Jan records. 
Franklin's Gull: The 55,000 at Sutherland Res, Keith Co, 21 Sep (SJD), while 
impressive, pales before the all-time highs of 85,000 - 300,000. 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
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California Gull: As expected, most reports were of ads from LM (m. ob.), where 
peak count was 28 on 22 Aug (JGJ); the only other record was of an ad at 
GPD 28-29 Nov (BFH, MW). 
Herring Gull: Most ads do not appear until early Oct, but there are about 5 records 
late Jul-Sep. This fall added two more: 29 Aug in Lancaster Co (MW, 
details) and 6 Sep at LO (MW, details). Even imms don't begin to arrive 
until mid-Sep, and so early were a first-year bird in Cherry Co 11 Aug 
(L&BP) and 3 imms in Loup Co 23 Aug (RSt). 
Thayer's Gull: The only reports for the fall period were of single first-year birds in 
Douglas Co rather early 1 Nov (JR) and at GPD 28-30 Nov (BFH, SMa, 
MW). 
Iceland (Kumlien's) Gull: An interesting ad gull well-photographed (MW) at GPD 
28-29 Nov (BFH, MW) was most likely an intermediate between Thayer's 
and Kumlien's Gulls. Such birds are probably under-reported, but require 
excellent photographs to identify. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were at least 4 of this now-annual spring and fall 
migrant reported; a 3rd-cycle bird at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 10-11 Aug 
(L&BP) was almost certainly the bird found there 23-25 Jul (SMa). Two 
ads were at LM 7 Oct (TJW), and a 3rd-cycle bird at BOL 14-22 Nov (NA, 
m. ob.) was possibly the same bird seen at CBL 22 Nov (MW). 
Glaucous Gull: The only report was of a first-year that arrived rather early at GPD 
16 Nov (DT) and remained through the period (m. ob.); there are only 3 
earlier dates. 
Least Tern: Reports were from known breeding locations, none of obvious 
migrants; latest were 2 at LM 10 Sep (MW). Last dates are in mid-Sep. 
Caspian Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 
Black Tern: One at CBL 1 Oct (MW) was rather late; last dates are 4-6 Oct. 
Common Tern: Two at PL 13 Oct (MW) were rather late; last dates are 14-17 Oct. 
Forster's Tern: By far a record fall count was the estimated 400 at BOL 10 Aug 
(MW); a count there the same day yielded 369 (LE). 
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species now occurs statewide, with fewer eastward 
and lowest numbers in the central and northern Sandhills. 
White-winged Dove: Reports continued apace, although all were westerly: 1-2 in 
Ogallala 21-31 Aug (m. ob.), one in Gering 16 Sep (AK), and 1-2 rather late 
in Gering 25-26 Nov (RSg). The Gering report was only the 14th record 
during 11 Oct-19 Mar for this cold-sensitive species. 
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and 
locally abundant fall migrant. 
Yellow-bellied Cuckoo: Last reported were singles in Lancaster Co 29 Sep (SSc) 
and Dodge Co 27 Sep (JGJ). Most leave before Oct, although stragglers are 
not unexpected, with late dates extending to 30 Oct-5 Nov. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: Only one was reported, a single at FF rather late 1 Oct (RS); 
last dates are 9-10 Oct. 
Barn Owl: Single owls were found at each of two sites along the Sutherland Canal, 
Keith Co, 9 Aug (WF) where they were reported during Jul (SMa). Five 
apparent ads, possibly a grown family group, were in southwest Thomas Co 
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7 Aug (WF), and 4 juvs were located in a soffit hole in a Spalding house 
rather late on 15 Sep (AM fide JGJ). Timing of this species' nesting can be 
erratic (WM), but amazing were 3 groups of young owls taken from grain 
bins to FF Raptor Recovery at very late dates: 15 Oct and 31 Oct in Keith 
Co, and 6 Nov in Buffalo Co (fide CNK). These appear to be the latest 
dates for nestlings on record. Four further reports were of singles in Gotte 
Park, Kimball, 23 Aug (WRS), Gosper Co 20 Sep (LE), Keith Co 21 Sep 
(SJD), and very late in Hall Co 18 Nov (AF). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Snowy Owl: The only report was of one taken to FF Raptor Recovery from Butler 
Co 12 Nov (fide CNK); this date ties the 6th-earliest date for this species. 
Burrowing Owl: Possibly the farthest east breeding site south of the Platte River for 
this species, Prairie Dog WMA, Kearney Co, hosted a single 20 Sep (WF, 
KD). Best count was 9 at CLNWR 20 Aug (LRo); high fall counts are 11-
22. 
Barred Owl: This species is moving westward both in the south and north. One was 
at a known site in Jefferson Co 6 Sep (LDW), and another, possibly the 
farthest northwestern record, was at a ranch 10 miles southwest ofO'Neill 5 
Sep (CWi). There is a record from Grove Lake SRA, some 5 miles east of 
the latter sighting. 
Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this uncommon statewide winter and rare 
statewide summer resident. 
Short-eared Owl: None were reported of this uncommon statewide winter and rare 
statewide summer resident. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Near the site where successful nesting occurred this 
summer at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co, one was netted and banded 
at 11: 10 pm 3 Oct; it made barking noises in response to playback (JL, HG). 
This was likely one of a breeding group, as the capture date is 2-3 weeks 
earlier than the usual fall arrival dates for migrants. A resident of the cedar 
canyons of southwestern Lincoln Co, Linda Deeds, has heard Saw-whets 
near her home since 1978, but one calling 9 Oct was the earliest to date. 
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 
Common Poorwill: Reports were routine of this common western summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
Chuck-will's-widow: None of this uncommon southeastern summer resident were 
reported. There are few records after Jun, last 9-18 Aug. 
Eastern Whip-poor-will: The only report was of one in the Lincoln Co cedar 
canyons 8 Sep that called 55 consecutive times (LDe); this is the 
westernmost fall record for the state. It is possible this was a Mexican 
Whip-poor-will; there is a single Nebraska report by an experienced 
observer of the latter species, in Sioux Co in June 2003. Mexican Whip-
poor-will has been reported north to Montana and Saskatchewan. 
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and migrant. 
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White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this locally fairly common western 
summer resident. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westerly were singles in Lincoln Co 30 Aug (TJW) 
and Brown Co 22 Aug (RSt); both were likely migrants, although nesting 
has occurred rarely at both locations. 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The only records were of a single in Scotts Bluff Co 
9-10 Aug (KD) and another near LM 17 Aug (J&GB). 
Rufous Hummingbird: Six were reported, a typical fall showing, 6-21 Aug (JWh, 
KD, MS fide JGJ), easternmost in Gordon 21 Aug (TS). 
Calliope Hummingbird: The only reports were of singles in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 
3 and 13 Aug (KD), a well-known location. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and migrant. 
Lewis's Woodpecker: Surprisingly, there were reports from 3 locations: 5, a 
probable family group, were at a regular site below Sowbelly Canyon, 
Sioux Co, 23 Aug (B&DW), one was in Bushnell Cem 16 Sep (L&BP), and 
one was in one of the few trees in Grant Co 17 Sep (GL). The few fall 
migrants that have been reported in Nebraska have generally occurred in 
Aug. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: A few winter most years in the southeast, but the 28 at 
ICSP 12 Nov (SQ, LF) was a good count for the date. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Panhandle records are increasing; there were 6 reports 
from 4 locations: singles in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Aug and 15 Nov (KD), 
Morrill Co 7 Oct (TJW) and 20 Oct (WF), Garden Co 20 Oct (WF), and 
Dawes Co 30 Sep (JL). Sightings at the Scotts Bluff and Morrill Cos sites 
are of small established populations, but the Dawes and Garden Cos 
sightings are among fewer than 10 reports for those counties. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Westerly reports continue, especially in fall; reports 
were of singles in Kimball Co 22 Sep (LE) and in Sioux Co 23 Sep (LE), 
and of 2 juvs in Chase Co 25 Oct (JGJ). This species probably outnumbers 
Red-naped Sapsucker in fall in the Panhandle. 
Red-naped Sapsucker: None were reported of this rare but annual Panhandle fall 
migrant. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Hairy Woodpecker: The long-staying Rocky Mountain subspecies fem was in the 
DeLara yard 15 Nov (KD). 
American Three-Toed Woodpecker: An exciting discovery was ofa male and fem, 
not necessarily a pair, in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co. A male was found 
by Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory surveyors 4 Jun, and likely the same 
male was found nearby 13 Sep (JB, ND) and photographed 22 Sep (SJD). 
A fem was found and photographed about 0.2 mile farther east on 18-19 
Oct (MB, EBr, BFH) and on 24-25 Oct (JGJ, MP, video). These are the 3rd 
and 4th records of this species in the state (assuming a single bird of each 
gender); there is a male specimen taken 16 Jun 1916 in Scotts Bluff Co, and 
an apparent pair was in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 Jul 1994. 
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This male American Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Nebraska's 3rd record of 
this species, was photographed in 
West Ash Canyon, Dawes County, 
Nebraska 22 Sep 20 I 4 
by Stephen J. Dinsmore. 
This female American Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Nebraska's 4th record 
of this species, was found in East Ash 
Canyon, Dawes County, Nebraska 
18-19 Oct 2014 by Ed M. Brogie, 
here photographed 19 Oct. 
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Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and migrant. 
Pileated Woodpecker: There have been several sightings of single birds at Flathead 
WMA, Jefferson Co, but the first involving 2 birds was 13 Sep (JGJ). 
Additional sightings there were of singles 19 Sep (LE) and 5 Oct (JC, SSc ). 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and common statewide migrant. 
Merlin: First arrivals in late Aug are usually of the prairie breeder Falco 
columbarius richardsonii, but a fem F. c. columbarius, the long-range 
migrant, was earliest on record for that subspecies in Buffalo Co 24 Aug 
(LR, RH). Early dates for F. c. columbarius are 12-13 Sep. 
Peregrine Falcon: The presence of an immature resembling the west coast 
subspecies Falco peregrinus pealei in Dakota Co 15 Aug was thought by 
the observer to result from the various restocking efforts in eastern North 
America (BFH). One in Kearney Co 28 Oct (LB) was rather late, as was 
another really late in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Nov (AK, details); late dates for 
migrants are 6-7 Nov, but there are a few later Nov records. 
Prairie Falcon: Easterly were singles in Phelps Co 16 Nov (AF) and Merrick Co 17 
Nov (JGJ). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: There were about 30 reports, noticeably more than usual, 
statewide 8 Aug-28 Sep (L&BP, GR, m. ob.); both dates push the envelope, 
as early dates are 4-6 Aug and late dates 4-6 Oct. 
Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine of this common western summer 
resident and migrant. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Tardy were ads feeding fledged young at PRSP 13 Sep 
(L&BP, CNK), possibly a late date for dependent fledglings. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were 3 reports, all by experienced observers; two 
were at Pioneers Park, Lincoln, 12 Sep (NA), and singles were in Saline Co 
13 Sep (JGJ) and PRSP the same day (CNK, L&BP). 
Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of a molting ad in Saunders Co 10 Aug 
(SMa, details); this may have been a failed breeder, although little is known 
about fall movements of this rare southeastern Nebraska breeder. 
Alder Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare, less-than-annual eastern fall 
migrant. 
Willow Flycatcher: A late bird was in WP 17-18 Sep (MW); last dates are 17-19 
Sep. Most fall migrants are reported from the east, and so unexpected in the 
far west were two singles at separate Kimball Co locations 6 Sep (MW). 
Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Hammond's Flycatcher: The only report was of one in Kimball Co 5 Sep (MW, 
photo). This is a regular low-density fall migrant in the Panhandle. 
Dusky Flycatcher: Singles were banded at WHNC 3 Sep (HG, LDz) and CSP 10 
Sep (JL, photo). This is a regular fall migrant through the Panhandle, likely 
more common than the 35 or so records to date would indicate. 
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This Dusky Flycatcher was banded and photographed at Chadron State Park, Dawes County, 
Nebraska 10 Sep 2014 by Josh Lefever of the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: There were 3 reports of this Panhandle migrant, rarely-
reported in fall as it likely heads to the Rocky Mountains after breeding. 
One was banded at CSP 30 Aug and recaptured there 5 Sep (JL, KD), 2 
were in Gotte Park, Kimball Co, 6 Sep (MW), and one was rather late in 
southern Scotts Bluff Co 13 Sep (KD, RSg). Of 30 fall records, 28 are in 
the period 18 Aug-17 Sep. 
Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 
Say's Phoebe: None were reported east of Phelps Co, where one was found 31 Aug 
(LR, RH), and Kearney Co, where one was found 14 Sep (WF). These are 
only the 13th and 14th fall records east of Lincoln Co apart from known 
summering birds. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide, 
uncommon west, summer resident and fall migrant. 
Cassin 's Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident and common fall migrant. 
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 
Eastern Kingbird: One at PL 6 Oct (LE) was 6th-latest on record, and another in 
Omaha 2 Oct (BWe) was tardy. Last dates are 2-3 Oct, with only 6 later. 
dates (including this fall's 6 Oct date). 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: None were reported; the only summer report was of a 
pair nesting near Hebron. 
Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident. 
Northern Shrike: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor 
and fall migrant. 
Bell's Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: One in WP 29 Sep (SSc), likely the same bird which was 
there 25 Sep (LE), was rather late; last dates are 29 Sep-4 Oct. 
Plumbeous Vireo: Two banded at WHNC 17 Sep (JL, HG) were rather late; last 
dates are 17-21 Sep. 
Cassin's Vireo: Identifying this species can be tricky, even for banders. Two birds 
whose photos hinted at something other than Cassin's were shown by 
measurements to be indeed Cassin's (JL, HG). The 6 reported were in the 
Panhandle 24 Aug-23 Sep (WRS, JL, HG, LE). The last reported, 23 Sep in 
Sioux Co (LE), was 3rd-latest on record by 5 days. 
Blue-headed Vireo: This species is less than annual in central and western 
Nebraska; singles were in Buffalo Co l Sep (KS) and Phelps Co 16 Sep 
(WF). 
Warbling Vireo: Previous high fall count for this species was 14, and so two major 
concentrations, 67 in Schuyler 7 Sep (JGJ) and 50 in Dakota Co 6 Sep 
(BFH), both involving mixed flocks with Red-eyed Vireos, were 
unexpected. The only Panhandle report was of the expected western 
subspecies Vireo gilvus swainsonii (= brewsteri); one was banded at 
WHNC 3 Sep (JL). The eastern subspecies V g. gilvus occurs west almost 
to the Panhandle, at least in fall migration; one was at LO 21 and 31 Aug 
(JV, m. ob.), and another was in Custer Co 23 Aug (TH). Singles in 
Lincoln Co 15 and 17 Sep (TJW) were rather late that far west; last 
Panhandle dates are 13-16 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: Good numbers continue to be reported for this species; there 
were about 15 reported 26 Aug-28 Sep (m. ob.), along with a record late 
bird in Lancaster Co 27 Oct (RSt). Previous latest date was 14 Oct. 
Red-eyed Vireo: As with Warbling Vireo, record counts were set by the 50 in 
Dakota Co 6 Sep (BFH) and 29 at Schuyler 7 Sep (JGJ). These were in 
mixed flocks with Warbling Vireos. 
Pinyon Jay: As many as 80 were using the feeders at the Hoffman residence in 
Morrill Co 1 Nov (KO); there appear to have been two flocks, one of about 
25 present for some time, and a newer flock of around 40 (CH) that may 
have merged recently to form a larger flock. The only other report was of 
one along Wright's Gap Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 19 Aug (BR); this species is 
hard to find in summer. 
Blue Jay: Fall migrants can be conspicuous and often in good numbers; best counts 
were 45 in Lancaster Co 27 Sep (MW) and 34 in Cass Co 2 Sep (KSc). 
Most migrants pass through Sep-Oct. 
Black-billed Magpie: This species is of some concern in Nebraska, as local, isolated 
populations are tending to disappear, especially in central and eastern 
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Nebraska. Reports of 8 near Ogallala 17 Sep (L&BP) and 1-2 at various 
Scotts Bluff Co locations during the period (m. ob.) were from areas where 
the species seems to be hanging on. Elsewhere, occurrence is spotty. 
Encouraging was the persistence of a small group of 6-9 in Snell Canyon, 
Lincoln Co, during the period (TJW) and the reappearance of 5 after a 5-6 
year absence in western Madison Co 8 Sep (JMa). Sightings from tenuous 
easterly locations were of 3 in Keya Paha Co 8 Oct (WF) and 3 in 
southwestern Franklin Co 16 Nov (LR, RH). 
American Crow: The 1000 in Knox Co I Nov were considered an indication of a 
"return to previous numbers" (MB). High fall counts are 2000-3000. 
Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and 
abundant migrant. 
Purple Martin: Two at Calamus Res, Garfield Co, 18 Aug (LRo) were in an area of 
the state (Loup drainage) where reports are infrequent. Peak count at the 
Omaha roost was 50,000, on 24 Aug (JR). 
Tree Swallow: Reports in the northwest are still noteworthy: it is well-established at 
Valentine NWR, where 14 were found 19 Aug (LRo) and 50 on 29 Aug 
(AB). CLNWR hosted 100 on 3 Aug (DD) and 3 on 31 Aug (JV et al.). 
Two were in Scotts Bluff Co 21 Aug (LRo ). 
Violet-Green Swallow: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle summer 
resident and rare migrant. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Five at FF 11 Oct {L&BP) were rather late; last 
dates are l 7 -19 Oct in the east. 
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and migrant. 
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident and 
abundant migrant. 
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and abundant migrant. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident 
and irregular migrant. 
Mountain Chickadee: The only report was of one at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 29 
Oct-13 Nov (AD); this species is an irregular winter visitor to the 
Panhandle, with most records from Scotts Bluff Co. 
Tufted Titmouse: This species thins out rapidly westward in the south; one was in 
Gage Co 13 Aug (RT), and reporters in Lancaster Co consider occurrences 
noteworthy there, such as one at Holmes L, the only one for the period, 6 
Nov (LE), and 2 at a Lincoln feeder 15 Nov (MUs). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in a Dixon Co yard 25 Aug was "earliest by a month" 
there (JJ), but one was at an Omaha feeder 23 Aug (RM). Numbers were 
normal statewide, although 8-10 at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 29 Oct (AD) 
were suggestive of a local influx. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common eastern, central, 
and northwestern resident and statewide winter visitor. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: This species is very rare away from its breeding locations; only 
the 8th such record was one at Bushnell Cem 25 Aug (MW). Strangely, of 
these 8 records, 4 are from Lancaster Co. 
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Brown Creeper: One in Omaha 5 Oct (JR) was rather early; early dates are 20-22 
Sep. Counts of 6 in Platte Co 29 Nov (TJW) and Lancaster Co 10 Nov 
(BRo) were good counts for this solitary species; high counts are 7-12. 
Rock Wren: Easterly was one in Phelps Co 20 Sep (KD, MW); there are fewer than 
20 records of fall wanderers south and east of the breeding range. 
Canyon Wren: Most unexpected was one in Gotte Park, Kimball Co, 31 Aug 
(KDy); if accepted by the NOU Records Committee it would be Nebraska's 
4th documented record. 
House Wren: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 
Winter Wren: One in Dawes Co 9 Sep was carefully identified as this species by an 
observer familiar with the calls of Pacific Wren in the Pacific Northwest 
(MW); Winter Wren is less than annual in occurrence in the west. 
Sedge Wren: Two in Lancaster Co 24 Oct (SSc) were rather late; last dates are 26-
30 Oct. 
Marsh Wren: Singles in Lancaster Co 12 Sep (NA) and Sarpy Co the same day 
(L&BP) were not at breeding areas and likely fall migrants; fall arrival 
away from breeding areas is in early to mid-Sep, but there are few data. 
Carolina Wren: One in Holt Co 5 Sep (CWi) is one of few northern records, likely a 
fall disperser; this species has difficulty surviving winters that far north and 
west. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: There were 3 rather late sightings: singles at CSP 28 Sep 
(JL, HG) and Oliver Res 26 Sep (TF), and 2 at WHNC 24 Sep (AV). Latest 
dates are 27-29 Sep. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Rather early was one in Box Butte Co 1 Oct (JGJ); early 
dates are 21-24 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at WP 5 Sep (LE) was early; early dates in the south 
and east are 2-5 Sep. 
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer resident 
and migrant, less common Panhandle. 
Mountain Bluebird: First arrivals at the cedar canyons wintering area in 
southwestern Lincoln Co were 4 on 24 Oct (J&JH); earliest such dates are 
2-4 Oct. 
Townsend's Solitaire: Arrival in the west is at least a month before small numbers 
drift to the east; one was at Oliver Res 6 Sep (MW), and one was in 
Lancaster Co rather early for the east on 25 Oct (EB). 
Veery: None were reported of this rare eastern and western fall migrant; casual 
central. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Only one of this less-than-annual fall migrant was found, in 
Sarpy Co rather late on 10 Oct (CNK, details). Of the 35 fall records in all, 
late dates are 14-20 Oct. 
Swainson's Thrush: One at LO 31 Aug (MG, JD, DK, JT) and another at PRSP 1 
Sep (SSc) were rather early; early dates are 24-25 Oct. The 10 near 
Chadron 12 Sep (JL) was 3rd-highest fall count on record; higher are 13 and 
24. 
Hermit Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 
Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common eastern summer resident 
and uncommon fall migrant. 
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American Robin: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and abundant migrant. 
Gray Catbird: Three in Dawes Co 29 Sep (JL) were rather late for the west; last 
dates there are 29 Sep- I Oct. 
Northern Mockingbird: One appeared near North Platte 9 Nov in the same place 
one wintered last year; very likely they are the same bird (TJW). 
Sage Thrasher: An excellent showing of at least 24 birds occurred in the Panhandle 
10 Aug-22 Sep (m. ob.); best counts were IO in Kimball Co 22 Aug (JGJ) 
and 7+ in Cheyenne Co 10 Aug (WF). As one observer noted, it "seems to 
be more common in panhandle than data may indicate" (MW). 
Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer 
resident and abundant fall migrant. 
American Pipit: One in Phelps Co 6 Nov (AF) was tardy; last dates are in mid-Nov. 
Sprague's Pipit: Discovery of one at the prairie dog colony at Prairie Dog WP A, 
Kearney Co, 14 Sep (WF), rather early, provided a good study for NOU 
members 20-22 Sep, when up to 9 were reported (m. ob.). The other 
reliable site in the state is Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co, where up to 7 
were present 25 Sep-11 Oct (EA, MW, SMa). Fall migration early-late 
dates are 14 Sep-30 Oct. 
Bohemian Waxwing: The only report was of one photographed in a rural Lincoln 
Co yard 20 Nov (VC). Early dates for this erratic winter visitor are 6-7 
Nov. 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common eastern, rare western 
summer resident and common statewide winter visitor. 
Lapland Longspur: Best count was the estimate of "thousands" in Polk Co 17 Nov 
(JGJ), implying the presence of at least 2000; high count, apart from several 
referring to "thousands", is 9000. 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only reports were of 17 in Kimball Co 23 Sep 
(SJD), where expected, and 6 in Phelps Co 20 Sep (NA); the latter report 
coincides with peak fall migration, but is somewhat easterly. 
Smith's Longspur: The only reports were of2 at Jack Sinn 6 Oct (CNK) and one at 
SCP 11 Oct (SMa). Fall migration early-late dates are 18 Sep-20 Dec. 
McCown's Longspur: The only report was of an excellent count of 237 in Kimball 
Co 23 Sep (SJD); the only higher fall tally on record is 1230 in the same 
county. 
Snow Bunting: In many years, this species does not arrive in time to make the fall 
report, but this year there were 7 such reports, beginning with 2 rather early 
near Niobrara 1 Nov (MB); early dates are 26-27 Oct. 
Ovenbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common northern and eastern summer 
resident and fairly common statewide fall migrant. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: The study of birds nesting along Stone Creek in PRSP (JC, 
SSc) provided some interesting dates. On 3 Aug there were 4 territories 
with ads and juvs, on 1 Sep juvs were noted in different territories with no 
ads present, and on 13 Sep one juv with a drooping wing remained. The 13 
Sept observation is the 2nd-latest date on record. 
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Northern Waterthrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. Less common west. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon northern 
summer resident and fairly common statewide fall migrant. 
Prothonotary Warbler: After summering at FF, last reported were 2 there 17 Aug 
(JCr); last dates are 1-4 Sep. 
Tennessee Warbler: The 14th and 15th Panhandle records, all 2 Sep-11 Oct, were 
of singles in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Sep (RSg) and 2 Oct (JL; banded, photo). 
This Tennessee Warbler, the 15th Nebraska Panhandle record, was banded and photographed 
at Chadron State Park, Dawes Co, 2 Oct 2014 by Josh Lefever of the Rocky Mountain Bird 
Observatory. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: One in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Aug (JGJ) was early; early 
dates are 23-24 Aug. In the Panhandle the Rocky Mountain subspecies 
Oreothlypis celata orestera tends to be an earlier migrant than statewide 0. 
c. celata. An amazing total of 56 were banded at CSP in 4 days 28 Sep-2 
Oct (JL). There were several rather late dates; singles were in Saline Co 9 
Nov (JGJ) and Dodge Co 10 Nov (KSh). Last dates are 6-8 Nov, but there 
are a surprising 8 later records, including 7 in Dec. 
Nashville Warbler: Best count was the 40 at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 14 Sep 
(MW); highs are 50-60. 
Connecticut Warbler: None of this rare eastern fall migrant were reported. 
MacGillivray's Warbler: None of this rare western fall migrant were reported. 
Vol. 82 No. 4 The Nebraska Bird Review 175 
Mourning Warbler: Generally an eastern migrant in fall, one was westerly in 
Phelps Co 21 Sep (BWe). 
Kentucky Warbler: None were reported of this locally fairly common eastern 
summer resident; this species is silent and hard to find after Jul. Last dates 
are in mid-Sep. 
Common Yellowthroat: The 35 at Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 27 Sep (TJW) was 
the 2nd highest fall tally on record; high is 45. 
American Redstart: Reports were routine for this common northern and eastern 
summer resident and statewide fall migrant, less common west. 
Northern Parula: One in Dawson Co 30 Sep (JGJ) was westerly, one of only 11 
records away from the east. Rather late were singles at FF 2 Oct (JCr) and 
4 Oct in Lancaster Co (MW). There is only one later fall date, 9 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: One in Otoe Co 20 Oct (SQ) was rather late; last dates are 
surprisingly late: 22-24 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall 
migrant. 
This after-hatch-year female Blackpoll Warbler, 10th for the Nebraska Panhandle, was banded 
and photographed by Josh Lefever of the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory at Chadron State 
Park, Dawes Co, 18 Sep 2014. 
Blackburnian Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall 
migrant. 
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
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Chestnut-sided Warbler: A first winter fem in Omaha 23 Aug (JR) was rather 
early; early dates are 18-21 Aug. 
Blackpoll Warbler: This species is a less than annual statewide fall migrant with, 
surprisingly, as many records in the Panhandle as in the east. The only 
report this fall was of an after-hatch-year fem banded and photographed at 
CSP 18 Sep (JL, LDz); this is the 10th fall Panhandle record. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: None were reported of this rare statewide fall 
migrant. 
Palm Warbler: This is a less than annual fall migrant, with only about 50 fall 
records in all, and so the 3 reports were unexpected: singles were in Dixon 
Co 18 Sep (JJ), Omaha 1 Oct (RS), and Lancaster Co 20 Oct (LE). The 
latter was rather late; there are only 5 later dates. 
Pine Warbler: Also less than annual, there was only one report of this species, a 
bright ad male at LM 21 Sep (SJD, details). There are about 50 fall records 
in all, evenly divided between the Panhandle and the rest of the state. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Latest on record by 3 days, and only the 
2nd fall record for the east, was a yellow-throated individual in Wayne Co 3 
Nov (WF, details). 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at FF 21 Aug (AP) was record early by 4 
days, while rather late for the west were 2 at LM 29 Nov (WK, GM). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported; like Kentucky Warbler, this species 
is silent and hard to find after breeding. Last dates are in mid-Sep. 
Townsend's Warbler: One in Lincoln Co 29 Sep (TJW) was easterly and rather 
late; last dates are 29 Sep, Oct 2, 3. Easternmost reports on record in fall 
are from Lincoln, Grant, and Perkins Cos. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: One in Douglas Co 19 Oct (SMa) was rather late; 
late dates are 22-26 Oct. 
Canada Warbler: One at PSP 12 Aug (DT) was rather early; early dates are 10-14 
Aug. 
Wilson's Warbler: One in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 4 Aug (RSg) was very early; early 
dates are 11-13 Aug, but there are 5 earlier dates starting 29 Jul. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: There were two easterly reports, possibly indicating a 
recovery in the eastern population, which has been essentially non-existent 
for several years: singles were in Dixon Co ("first for several years") 14 Sep 
(JJ), and Saunders Co 6 Oct (CNK). The latter was rather late; last dates 
are 4-6 Oct. These are only the 3rd and 4th fall records in the east in 35 
years. 
Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare, less-than-annual, fall Panhandle 
migrant was of2 at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 23 Sep (SJD). 
Spotted Towhee: First report southeast of the breeding range for fall, likely a 
migrant, was early 12 Sep in Lancaster Co (LE); early dates for migrants in 
southeast Nebraska are 15-18 Sep. 
Eastern Towhee: Fall migrants are reported in declining numbers as far west as 
central Nebraska; one at LO 31 Aug (JT) was thus unexpected. Another 
was less surprising in Buffalo Co 16 Oct (RC). 
Cassin's Sparrow: None were reported; this species departs by mid-Aug and is 
difficult to identify away from breeding areas. 
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American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant and winter visitor. 
Chipping Sparrow: Last dates are 13-14 Nov, and so two reports of tardy birds 
were noteworthy: one was with juncos in Merrick Co 17 Nov (JGJ) and 
another was at a Dodge Co feeder 14-22 Nov (GR). These are the 8th and 
9th documented reports between mid-Nov and mid-Mar; there is only one 
documented record of overwintering. The 200 in PP 8 Sep (MW) was 3rd-
highest fall count on record. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
Brewer's Sparrow: Three in Sheridan Co 29 Aug (RDe) were easterly; most reports 
in summer and migration are from the western Panhandle. 
Field Sparrow: There are fewer than 20 fall records from the Panhandle, and so two 
this fall were of interest. One was banded and photographed at CSP 18 Sep 
(JL); it was of the bland-faced western subspecies Spizella pusil/a arenacea. 
The other was banded at WHNC 3 Oct (HG, JL). 
Vesper Sparrow: Amazing numbers can be found in the west during fall migration; 
2117 were in Kimball Co 23 Sep (SJD), a record fall count, technically 
ahead of the previous high of "thousands". But who else tries to count, let 
alone identify, the huge numbers of grassland sparrows passing through the 
Panhandle in fall? 
Lark Sparrow: The 80 in Sioux Co 21 Aug (LRo) was 2nd-highest fall count on 
record after the high of 86. 
Black-throated Sparrow: NE's 6th record, first in summer, was of a "one-day 
wonder" at a feeder in rural Lincoln Co 26 Aug (VC, photo). 
This Black-throated Sparrow, Nebraska's 6th, was at the rural Lincoln Co feeder of Virginia 
Clark for one day only, and photographed by her 26 Aug 2014. 
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Lark Bunting: Somewhat easterly for the south were a fem in Phelps Co 31 Aug 
(LR, RH) and 4 birds at Prairie Dog WP A, Kearney Co, 3-4 Sep (WF). 
Savannah Sparrow: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common western 
summer resident and common statewide fall migrant. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: One was rather late in Douglas Co 19 Oct (RS) and another 
was in an Omaha greenhouse 19 Oct (JR). Last dates are 18-19 Oct. 
Henslow's Sparrow: One at SCP 25 Oct (EB) was 2nd-latest on record by 4 days; 
last dates are 23-25 Oct. 
Le Conte's Sparrow: Reports were routine for this locally common eastern fall 
migrant. 
Nelson's Sparrow: Singles were rather late in Wayne Co 24 Oct (JJ), in Lancaster 
Co 24 Oct (JC, SSc), and at SCP 25 Oct (EB). Last dates are 24-25 Oct. 
Fox Sparrow: Two at a feeder in Kearney Co 15 Nov (LR, RH) were westerly. 
Song Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common mostly eastern summer 
resident and common statewide fall migrant, less common westward. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: The 34 in a Dixon Co yard 5 Oct (JJ) was a good count; highs 
are 50-100. 
Swamp Sparrow: Generally considered an uncommon migrant in the west, there 
were an encouraging 6 banded at CSP 28 Sep-1 Oct (JL, HG). 
White-throated Sparrow: The 55 at Neale Woods, Krimlofski Tract, Washington 
Co, 25 Oct (JR) was 2nd-highest for fall; high is 100. Earliest arrival noted 
was banded at CSP 22 Sep, a tan-striped individual (JL). There is some 
evidence that tan-striped birds arrive earlier in Nebraska on average than 
white-striped birds. 
Harris 's Sparrow: The only reports from the west, where rare, were of singles 18 
and 19 Oct in Dawes Co (MB) and another in Scotts Bluff Co 25 Oct (RSg). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported of this fairly common 
Panhandle summer resident and uncommon fall migrant. 
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: As observers become more aware of the various and 
often-puzzling junco forms, "Cassiar" Junco (Junco hyemalis cismontanus) 
is reported more often. It appears to be an uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. Reports were of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Oct and 11 Nov (KD), 2 in 
Omaha 1 Nov (SMa), and at least one in Lincoln Co 19 Nov (TJW). 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: An ad male in Cedar Co 30 Jul-1 Aug (DT) 
provided an unexpected mid-summer record; it seems that a female reported 
there for several weeks through 30 Jul may actually have been an imm male 
that acquired ad plumage in late Jul. The 200 in a flock in Omaha 4 Nov 
(RS) was an excellent fall tally; highs are 204-250. 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Rare in the east, a "pale adult male" was in Omaha 27 
Nov (SMa), the only eastern report. 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
western, rare central, fall migrant and winter visitor. 
Summer Tanager: A rather late breeding record involved ads feeding fledged young 
at PRSP 1 Sep (JC, SSc); this is the 3rd consecutive year this has been 
Vol. 82 No. 4 The Nebraska Bird Review 179 
observed there within a day or two of 1 Sep (JC, SSc). Rare away from the 
east, one was in Buffalo Co 1 Sep (KS), only the second such record for 
fall. One at FF 8 Oct (JCr) was rather late; usual last dates are 26-28 Sep, 
but there are (now) only 5 dates after 2 Oct. 
Scarlet Tanager: Possibly the latest breeding record for the state was of a begging 
fledgling at PRSP 7 Sep (JC, SSc). One at FF 8 Oct (JCr) was rather late; 
last dates are 10-11 Oct. 
Western Tanager: There are many records of this species straying eastward in late 
fall, as far as the Atlantic Coast. A bird with "pale wing bars apparent 
against gray wings" was seen in Omaha 1 Oct (JR), a rather late date 
suggestive of an easterly Western Tanager; juv Summer Tanagers can 
exhibit wing bars as well. There are two previous fall records of Wes tern 
Tanager in eastern Nebraska. 
Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident, rare 
west. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: An ad male was rather late in a Dixon Co yard 5 Oct (JJ); 
last dates are 7-11 Oct. 
Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this fairly common western and 
central summer resident and fall migrant. 
Blue Grosbeak: A fem in a Dixon Co yard 6 Oct (JJ) was rather late; there are only 
5 later dates. 
Lazuli Bunting: One was rather late at WHNC 23 Sep (LDz); last dates are 21-23 
Sep, but there are 8 later dates. A "possible" was one with wing-bars in 
Lancaster Co 4 Oct (NA); juv Indigo Buntings can show a wing-bar effect. 
There are 8 fall records of Lazuli Bunting away from the Panhandle. 
Indigo Bunting: Late dates (12-13 Oct) are mostly from the Missouri River Valley, 
thus unexpected was a fem/imm in Antelope Co 6 Oct (WF); also tardy 
away from the Missouri was a fem in Furnas Co 20-21 Sep (RH, BWe). 
Last dates away from the Missouri are 18-21 Sep. 
Dickcissel: After a few good showings in recent years in the Panhandle, none were 
reported there in summer 2013 or 2014. However, there were 2 fall reports 
this year, likely of migrants: 3 were in Scotts Bluff Co 16 Aug (KD), and, 
very strangely, 2 males popped out of some scrub at CSP 24 Aug 
accompanied by typical western denizens of western scrub (JGJ). One in 
Phelps Co 22 Oct (AF) was tardy; last dates are 27-30 Oct. 
Bobolink: Two at SCP 20 Sep (MW) were rather late; last dates are 26-27 Sep. 
Molt occurs in Aug, prior to southward migration; "many" juvs and fall ads 
were in Phelps Co 31 Aug (LR, RH). 
Red-winged Blackbird: A count of 45,027 in Lincoln Co 27 Oct (TJW) was 
impressive; high count before Dec is 100,000. 
Eastern Meadowlark: One singing in Cass Co 21 Oct (CNK) was likely a 
consequence of the fall uptick in hormonal activity as birds prepare to 
undertake fall movements. 
Wes tern Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer 
resident and fall migrant. 
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Rusty Blackbird: Rare in the Panhandle, with fewer than 20 fall reports, a video 
recording of one was made in Scotts Bluff Co 25 Oct (KD). Another was 
westerly in Lincoln Co 15 Nov (LDe). There were numerous reports, most, 
as expected, from the east in Nov, involving a total of some 220 individuals 
(m. ob.). 
Brewer's Blackbird: Large flocks form early in fall, such as the 600 in Sioux Co 28 
Aug (RDe), but high counts are 1000-3000. Migrants occur statewide, less 
common eastward; 60 were in Pawnee Co 13 Nov (JGJ). 
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
Great-tailed Grackle: The 300 in Hall Co 9 Nov (MH) tied the fall high count. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer 
resident and abundant fall migrant. 
Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide summer resident 
and fall migrant. 
Bullock's Oriole: This species leaves early in fall, the males often leaving as early 
as Jul for a molt migration. There were no reports of this species after Aug 
this fall. 
Baltimore Oriole: One at WP 25 Sep (LE) was rather late; last dates are 1-4 Oct. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this locally common western 
Panhandle winter visitor. Usual arrival is in early Nov. 
House Finch: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide summer 
resident, common fall migrant, and winter visitor. 
Purple Finch: A rare westerly record was of 8 in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 19 
Oct (MB). There were several reports from the east, but numbers were low; 
overall total was around 35. 
Cassin's Finch: Individuals were banded at WHNC 30 Aug (LDz) and 5 Sep (HG); 
this is a rare, generally annual, but erratic winter visitor to the Panhandle. 
Red Crossbill: Surprisingly, there were only 3 reports away from Scotts Bluff, 
Sioux, and Dawes Cos: 3 were at Bushnell Cem 24 Aug (WRS), a male was 
at a Dodge Co feeder 7-8 Nov (D&JP), and one was in Lancaster Co 13 
Nov (MW). 
Pine Siskin: Oddly, none were reported until Sep. This species has been essentially 
absent from the Panhandle pinewoods for a while; "I haven't seen a Siskin 
around here for months, not even in the Wildcat Hills" (KD, 17 Sep) and "I 
saw one banded yesterday at the Wildcat Hills Nature Center. It was the 
first one banded since 2012. Just a few years ago it was the most numerous 
bird banded at the station." (AK, 18 Sep). However, beginning 1 Sep, when 
2 were at CSP (JL), there were several reports from the Panhandle 
pinewoods, but best count was only 20, at CSP 22 Sep (JL). A few 
appeared in the east; up to 8 were in a Dixon Co yard 17 Sep-14 Nov (JJ), 2 
were in Douglas Co 22 Oct (JR), and 1-6 were at 4 different Sarpy and 
Douglas Co locations 8-29 Nov (ARy, JR, L&BP, EB). 
Lesser Goldfinch: This species continues to consolidate its Nebraska range, mostly 
in Scotts Bluff Co, where up to 6 were at WHNC through 22 Sep (JL, LE, 
m. ob.). Evidence for breeding accumulates; 2 males and a non-flight-
capable fledgling were in Carter Canyon, Sioux Co, 23 Aug (JGJ). 
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American Goldfinch: The 265 in Dawes Co 9 Sep (MW) was 2nd-highest count on 
record, after 300. 
Evening Grosbeak: Strangely, this erratic winter visitor appeared only in 2 Lincoln 
Co yards: the Virginia Clark yard 1 Nov (fem; VC, photo) and the Linda 
Deeds yard 11 Nov (male; LDe). 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Holdrege Fall Field Days 
by Janis Paseka 
The 2014 NOU Fall Field Days took place in Holdrege at the Super 8 Motel 
on Sept. 19-21. There were about 35 in attendance at the meeting, which was 
organized by Dave Heidt and Betty Grenon. 
On Friday evening Dave Heidt led a humor-filled discussion on bird songs 
and calls and ways to remember them, as audience members suggested their own 
mnemonic devices. On Saturday evening, T. J. Walker gave a presentation on the 
Nebraska Game and Parks' program of habitat rehabilitation to benefit Ring-necked 
Pheasants and other species. Field trip destinations on Saturday and on Sunday 
morning included Harlan County Reservoir, Prairie Dog WP A and Funk Lagoon 
WP A. Trips were led by Bill Flack, Tim Hajda, Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph 
and Kent Skaggs. 
The total species count was 138. Some of the weekend highlights were 
Black-bellied Plover, Red-necked Phalarope, Sabine's Gull, Common Tern, 
Sprague's Pipit and Le Conte's Sparrow. 
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Canada Goose X X 
Wood Duck X X X X 
American Wigeon X 
Mallard X X X X 
Blue-win11:ed Teal X X X X 
Northern Shoveler X X 
Northern Pintail X 
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Green-winged Teal X 
Redhead X 
Ring-necked Duck X 
Ruddy Duck X 
Northern Bobwhite X X 
Ring-necked Pheasant X X X 
Wild Turkey X X 
Pied-billed Grebe X X X X X 
Eared Grebe X 
Double-crested Cormorant X X 
American White Pelican X X X X 
Great Blue Heron X X X X X X X 
Great Egret X X 
Snowy Egret X 
Cattle Egret X X 
Green Heron X 
Black-crowned Night-Heron X X 
White-faced Ibis X X X 
Turkey Vulture X X X X X X 
Osprey X 
Bald Eagle X 
Northern Harrier X X 
Sharp-shinned Hawk X X X X 
Cooper's Hawk X X X 
Broad-winged Hawk X X 
Swainson's Hawk X X 
Red-tailed Hawk X X X X X 
Ferruginous Hawk X 
American Coot X X X X 
Black-bellied Plover X 
Semioalmated Plover X 
Killdeer X X X X X X 
American Avocet X 
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Spotted Sandpiper X 
Solitarv Sandpiper X 
Greater Yellowlegs X X X 
Lesser Yellowlegs X X 
Marbled Godwit X 
Semipalmated Sandpiper X X 
Least Sandpiper X X 
Baird's Sandpiper X 
Pectoral Sandpiper X 
Stilt Sandpiper X 
Wilson's Snipe X X 
Red-necked Phalarope X 
Sabine's Gull X 
Franklin's Gull X X X X 
Ring-billed Gull X X X X 
Herring Gull X 
Black Tern X X 
Common Tern X 
Forster's Tern X 
Rock Pigeon X X X X X 
Eurasian Collared-Dove X X X X X X X 
Mourning Dove X X X X X X X 
Barn Owl 
Eastern Screech-Owl X X 
Great Homed Owl X 
Burrowing Owl X X X 
Chimney Swift X X 
Belted Kingfisher X X X 
Red-headed Woodpecker X X X X X X 
Red-bellied Woodpecker X X X 
Downy Woodpecker X X X X X 
Hairy Woodpecker X X X 
Northern Flicker X X X X X X 
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American Kestrel X X X X 
Olive-sided Flycatcher X 
Eastern Phoebe X X X 
Great Crested Flycatcher X X 
Western Kingbird X X 
Eastern Kingbird X X 
Bell's Vireo X X 
Warbling Vireo X 
Red-eyed Vireo X 
Blue Jay X X X X X X X 
Horned Lark X X 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow X 
Cliff Swallow X 
Barn Swallow X X X X X X X 
Black-capped Chickadee X 
Red-breasted Nuthatch X X 
White-breasted Nuthatch X X X 
Rock Wren X 
House Wren X X X 
Marsh Wren X X X 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet X X 
Eastern Bluebird X X 
Swainson's Thrush X X 
American Robin X X X X X X 
Gray Catbird X X X 
Brown Thrasher X X 
European Starling X X X X X X X 
American Pipit X X X 
Sprague's Pipit X X 
Cedar Waxwing X X 
Orange-crowned Warbler X X X X 
Nashville Warbler X X 
Common Yellowthroat X X 
Vol. 82 No. 4 The Nebraska Bird Review 185 
NOU Fall Field Days - Holdrege 
0 r:: r:: .... ;,-. 0 
~ "' r:: 
(I) 
"' ;g (I) ~ "' ol 0.. ol 0.. ~ E: "' .: CJ ;:l s ;:l 0 ol (I) ..c: 
a:l 0 ..... ..... c., ::r: ::,c i:i.. 
Yellow Warbler X X 
Yellow-rumped Warbler X X X 
Wilson's Warbler X 
Spotted Towhee X X 
Chipping Sparrow X X 
Clav-colored Sparrow X X X X 
Field Sparrow X 
Vesper Sparrow X X X 
Lark Sparrow X 
Savannah Sparrow X X X X 
Grasshopper Sparrow X X 
Le Conte's Sparrow X 
Song Sparrow X X 
Lincoln's Sparrow X X X 
White-crowned Sparrow X 
Dark-eyed Junco X 
Northern Cardinal X X X X 
Blue Grosbeak X 
Indigo Bunting X 
Dickcissel X 
Bobolink X 
Red-winged Blackbird X X X X 
Western Meadowlark X X X X 
Yellow-headed Blackbird X X X X 
Common Grackle X X 
Brown-headed Cowbird X X X 
Orchard Oriole X X 
Baltimore Oriole X 
House Finch X X X 
Pine Siskin X X 
American Goldfinch X X X X X X X 
House Sparrow X X X X X X 
Total species: 138 62 25 15 20 48 66 37 78 
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The 2014 season was by far the most unusual and frustrating season since 
the inception of raptor banding and hawk watch at the Hitchcock Nature Center in 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa, just north of Crescent. Banding diurnal raptors 
commenced on September 7th on schedule. The month of September was typical as 
far as capture rates and weather systems, although we were stymied somewhat by the 
lack of availability of European Starlings for lure birds. House Sparrows proved a 
nearly adequate substitute. 
During the peak period of October, weather systems that drive diurnal 
raptor migration worked against monitoring efforts by forcing migration on a broad 
front rather than concentrating migrants along the Loess Hills ridges where we 
monitor. As a result, diurnal raptor numbers were reduced by about 25% compared 
to average banding seasons. Species diversity of banded birds was perhaps the most 
disheartening aspect of the diurnal season. Only one American Kestrel was banded 
besides the typical three species that make up the bulk of our captures: Red-tailed 
Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk, and Cooper's Hawk. The one bright spot was the ratio 
of juvenile to adult Redtails banded. After a nearly 50-50 ratio of juveniles to adults 
in 2013, in 2014 the ratio was more typical ofa successful breeding season (Beckett 
and Proudfoot 2011; Whalen and Watts 2002). It approached an 80-20 ratio of 
juveniles to adults. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl banding commenced October 10th and was strong 
from the onset, considering that the 2013 season was at the bottom of their 
population cycle. The weather systems that disrupted the diurnal banding operations 
were advantageous for nocturnal Saw-whet banding (http://www.hawkcount.org/). 
By the end of October, 23 previously unhanded Saw-whet owls were banded at 
Hitchcock, and three that had previously been banded were also captured. One came 
from Hawkridge at Duluth and had been banded only eight days before. If the owl 
had traveled in a straight line, it would have averaged 51.2 miles per night, a new 
record flight for our Saw-whet recaptures. The second recapture came from 
Roosevelt National Forest in western North Dakota, our first recapture from a site 
west of our station. The third recapture was banded last year by our friends at the 
Missouri River Bird Observatory (MRBO), at Marshall, Missouri, and was only one 
of thirteen banded there that season (Personal communication, Dana Ripper, director 
ofMRBO). 
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November began with warm and mild weather much like October and we 
had just a trickle of diurnal raptor movement. By the 10th it had changed rapidly to 
winter weather more typical of January. Despite five attempts during the rest of 
November, no further diurnal banding occurred. The wintery weather had a similar 
effect on Saw-whet banding. The Saw-whet banding season peaks during the first 
week of November, and by the end of the third week, their migration is over 
(http://www.hawkcount.org/). During the period November 1-9, thirteen more Saw-
whets were banded at Hitchcock Nature Center. We had planned to open another 
Saw-whet banding station on November 9th. Sandy Reinken was to continue 
banding owls at Hitchcock, while I intended to spend three nights banding Saw-
whets at Waubonsie State Park, 50 miles south of Hitchcock in the Loess Hills. Our 
objective was to recapture Saw-whets banded at Hitchcock this season to 
demonstrate that the Loess Hills are used by the owls as a migration corridor. We 
were unable to carry out the plan due to the persistent unseasonably cold weather. 
Table 1. Raptors Banded at Hitchcock Nature Center 2008-2014 
Species 2014 2008-2014 Average 
Diurnal Raptors 
Northern Harrier 0 1 0.1 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 25 207 29.6 
Cooper's Hawk 9 122 17.4 
Northern Goshawk 0 2 0.3 
Red-shouldered Hawk 0 2 0.3 
Broad-winged Hawk 0 3 0.4 
Swainson's Hawk 0 1 0.1 
Red-tailed Hawk 82 643 91.9 
American Kestrel 1 4 0.6 
Merlin 0 8 1.1 
Peregrine Falcon 0 7 1 
Prairie Falcon 0 2 0.3 
Nocturnal Raptors 
Eastern Screech-Owl 0 1 0.1 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 38 306 51 
TOTAL 155 1309 194.3 
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When the winter weather hit on the 10th, conditions were considered unsafe or 
unproductive for banding and no further banding occurred November 20th when the 
last Saw-whet of the season was banded. All told, 35 new owls were captured and 
banded, and 3 birds banded at other sites were also captured, totaling 38. (Table 1.) 
This tally is consistent with what might be expected the first year after the low year 
in the population recovery cycle (Rasmussen et al. 2008), especially considering 
losing two weeks of prime banding time to weather conditions. 
In other nearby Saw-whet banding efforts, Veronica Mecko continued her 
efforts at Mount Ayr Wildlife Management Area in Ringgold County, Iowa, on four 
nights, which resulted in four Saw-whet captures. She also banded six Saw-whets in 
six nights at a second site, south of Lamoni, Iowa, on private property in Harrison 
County, just over border in Missouri. Her efforts were hampered by scheduling 
problems and by larger owls in close proximity to her mist nets, which forced her to 
close her nets prematurely or not open them at all on some nights due to fear of 
predation. 
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Northern Saw-whet Owl was added to our avifauna with a list prepared by 
Taylor and Van Vleet (1889). The first suggestion of breeding was a second-hand 
report included in a paper presented at the first meeting of the Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union in 1899 by M.A. Carriker, Jr., who " ... was told of a set of five 
eggs collected near Nebraska City about seven years ago ... " (1900), but which 
included no other details. At the next meeting, Bruner ( 1901) cited that report to 
include the species on a list of birds that breed in the state. Bruner, Swenk and 
Walcott later referred to the report in their "A Preliminary Review of the Birds of 
Nebraska" (1904). The 1904 publication was the basis for breeding citations in the 
A.O.U. Checklist, Third Edition (1910) and Fourth Edition (1931), although it was 
dropped from subsequent AOU Checklists. It has also been cited by Bent (1938), as 
well as N.O.U. Checklists of 1945 (Haecker et al. 1945) and 1958 (Rapp et al. 1958) 
and by Sharpe et al. (2001). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl chick, estimated 25-28 days old, in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff 
Co., 20 May 2014, photo by Wayne Mollhoff. 
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Through the years the species was suspected of breeding in Lincoln County (Tout 
1947) and in the Pine Ridge of Sioux and Dawes counties (Rosche 1982, 1994). 
There were also occasional reports of calling birds in the Panhandle in April and 
May (Rosche 1994, Sharpe et al. 2001) but with no data on phenology for guidance, 
the possibility remained that these might represent migrants. Proof of breeding was 
presented by a road-killed, fledged young still in juvenal plumage found on 25 May 
2002 in Antelope County and later preserved in the University of Nebraska State 
Museum (Silcock 2002). Later, archival field notes were discovered of a pair of 
adults with 3 young found at the Valentine National Wildlife Refuge, Cherry 
County, in 1978 (Mollhoff 2005). Later still a fledged young bird was photographed 
near Chadron State Park, Dawes County, on 5 July 2010 (Brogie 2011). 
During the second Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project, 2006-2011, a 
project was instituted by Nebraska Prairie Partners, a joint partnership of Nebraska 
Game and Parks and the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, to study the species in 
western Nebraska. It was a well-designed one-year project to detect the species 
during the expected breeding season through calling survey routes located in areas of 
suitable habitat and was conducted in 2008 (Bly 2008, 2010). Through repeated 
responses at the same locations during the expected time frame of vocalizations, they 
were able to demonstrate the species' presence on territory in the Pine Ridge (Dawes 
and Sioux counties) and Wildcat Hills (Scotts Bluff and Banner counties), as well as 
in Kimball and Keith counties. Perhaps as importantly, they detected the species in 
suitable habitat at nearly all of the locations covered by their surveys across the 
entire area where they searched (Bly, personal communication). That finding 
suggested the possibility the species might be also be present in other areas of similar 
habitat outside the survey area. 
Discussing their study, as well as a recent nest box study in South Dakota 
(Miller 2010) and wondering how to interpret other recent reports without having 
any detailed nest data in Nebraska for guidance, a friend suggested putting up some 
nest boxes in an attempt to get some local data. As a result I contacted land 
managers and biologists at Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the U.S. 
Forest Service for permission to conduct a study on their public access lands, laid out 
a route, decided where to place the boxes, and began building and placing 27 boxes 
in February 2012. The boxes were located in Johnson, Lincoln, Thomas, Cherry, 
Sheridan, Dawes, Sioux and Scotts Bluff counties. 
Following rather disappointing seasons in 2012 and 2013, in which a total 
of 3 boxes were used by Eastern Screech-Owls, on 10 May 2014, I was surprised 
when I approached a box in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff County and found an 
adult Northern Saw-whet Owl peering down at me from the entrance hole. It flew to 
a nearby tree and watched while I checked the box. 
Vol. 82 No. 4 The Nebraska Bird Review 191 
Northern Saw-whet Owl chicks, estimated 15-18 days old, in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff 
Co., 20 May 2014, photo by Wayne Mollhoff. 
I had checked that nest on 10 March 2014 and found the box vacant but with a 
deeply cupped depression in the sawdust that could indicate occupation. The next 
visit was in the dark the night of 17 April, when I found 5 warm eggs. With no bird 
in the box, I_ wrongly assumed they were Eastern Screech-Owl eggs, since they were 
the only owls to use any of the boxes so far in the study. When I returned on I 0 
May, I was surprised (and excited) to find a Northern Saw-whet Owl peering down 
at me as I approached the tree. I found four chicks and an un-hatched egg when I 
opened the box and guessed the age of the oldest to be 10-14 days. On 20 May I re-
visited the site along with Nebraskaland Magazine regional editor, Justin Haag. The 
adult was not present and the oldest chick was peering at us from the box. After 
photographing each of the young and returning them to the box, the oldest flew from 
the box to a branch about 6 feet away on what seemed to be its first flight. After 
watching it from the ground for two hours, it showed no inclination to return to the 
box, so I climbed back up, caught it and put it back, where it stayed while we left. 
On 26 May I found 3 young still in the box but couldn't find either an adult or the 
apparently-fledged young in the area. On 28 May another observer photographed a 
fledged young nearby. On 7 October the vacated box was cleaned and the contents 
saved to study the food items. 
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PHENOLOGY 
The stated incubation period is 26-28 days, and a fledge age of about a 
month (27-34 days) (Baicich and Harrison 1997). Working from the full clutch of 
five eggs found on 17 April and a chick apparently fledging no later than 28 May, I 
worked backward to estimate the following phenology: egg-laying by 2 April, 
hatching by 1 May, fledging by 28 May. 
Photos showing feather development of the chicks were checked against 
descriptions and sketches in Pyle (1997) and Cannings (1993), as well as photos of 
known-age chicks in Bent (1938) to estimate the age of the chicks. Spread-wing 
photos of the young owls taken near and at fledging were compared to the spread-
wing specimen of the juvenile salvaged on 25 May 2002 in Antelope County to 
compare feather development and wear. Feather development shown in the 
specimen and the photos are indistinguishable. 
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In Memory of Margaret Triplett 
The NOU lost a longtime member in Kearney on August 7, 2014, when 
Margaret Sealing Triplett died. 
Margaret spent her life in south central Nebraska. She graduated from 
Gibbon High School in 1939 and 
married Louie Triplett in 1942. 
She and Louie lived on a farm 
near Alda until they purchased 
their farm south of Gibbon in 
1951, where they raised their five 
children. In addition to taking 
care of her home and family, 
volunteering at her church, and 
being active in the local 
extension club, Margaret was an 
active farmer's wife, working 
alongside her husband in the 
fields. 
After Louie died in 
1982, Margaret participated in 
Elderhostel programs, which 
took her around the United 
States. She was interested in 
reading and gardening, and she 
also enjoyed birding, both the 
birds and the company of birders. 
Margaret will be remembered by the many friends she made among 
Nebraska birders, but even after those memories fade, she and her husband will be 
remembered as benefactors of Nebraska birding. She and Louie sold 160 acres along 
the Platte River to the Audubon Society in the early 1970s. Their willingness to part 
with 120 acres of accretion ground, of which 80 acres were open channel and 40 
acres were wet meadow, helped to establish what is now known as Rowe 
Sanctuary. At one point, Louie was hired as a part-time warden and Margaret would 
type up his reports to send to Audubon. Their name lives on at Rowe Sanctuary in 
the trail through the grounds and along the river known as the Triplett Trail. 
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